Press Release

Which words are above B1?

St Patrick’s Day Festival

The unique Green Button Festival will enable city-dwellers in
New York, London, Milan and Sydney to interact with the
billboards to trigger sound and vision recordings of some of
Ireland’s top talent performing at various locations around the

island.
The festival will be brought to life when passers-by use their smartphone to
scan giant QR codes and press the green button to activate a performance.

, https://media.ireland.com/en-us/news-releases/local/2018/global-irish-
gssig music-festival-to-light-up-billboards
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1. Oxford Text Checker (a)

www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/text-checker
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Text Results Activities

Word list: CEFR level:

o . EEDn

The unique Green Button Festival will enable city-dwellers in New York, London,

Milan and Sydney to interact with the billboards to trigger sound and vision
recordings of some of Ireland's top talent performing at various locations around
the island. The festival will be brought to life when passers-by use their

smartphone to scan giant QR codes and press the green button to activate a
performance.

will = modal verb Al; noun B2



1. Oxford Text Checker (b)

www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/text-checker
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Genre analysis

the ability to 1identify a genre’s defining organization,
* Content

language, intended audience and purpose
e Structure O
* Vocabulary ‘
* Grammar
* Style
* Audience / purpose




Press Release

What is it?

“A press release is a short, compelling news
story written by a public relations professional
and sent to targeted members of the media. The
goal of a press release is to pique the interest of

a journalist or publication.”

key words




Press Release

What could you do? (for a 60-120’ lesson)

AlIM: |
to enable students to write

a press release on a topic
of interest / relevance.

In groups

IATEFL MUsIC FESTIVAL BELFAST ANNOUNCES FULL
LINE-UP FOR 2022

IMFB to bring new local talent to perform at favourite venue

[Belfast, N. Ireland. 16 May 2022] - IMFB Festival has
announced its fyl| line-up for the 5t edition, 2022
event. Scheduled for the first weekend in July, this
Yyear's IMFB festiva| opens with greater capacity than
ever, at their new Fal|s Park venue. Billie Eilish tops
the bill — byt many more favourites are guaranteed to
entertain visitors in the heart of Northern Ireland this
Summer.

Horan, as wej| as — from south of the border - Soda Blonde. Party-goers wil be
able dance into the early hours with newcomers Cherym, and the New Pagans.

“To say we're over the moon is an understa(emem.” laughed Nyree Porter, of
Cherym, from County Derry, and first-timers to perform at IMFB. “It's a fantastic
opportunity, and we all need to shake off those blues and get out. We can’t wait!"

IMFB was once again last year shortlisted amongst the top ten major European
festivals at the European Festival Awards. As ever, the line-up features bands across
a variety of genres, who'll be performing on the three different stages at Falls Park.

The new Falls Park venue is just 3km southwest of the city centre. “We're laying on
extra transport, into the early hours too. There'll be no excuses for missing any of
it,” clarified Amy Smith, Festival Co-ordinator,

Volunteers seeking to work at the festival are encouraged to get in touch:
imfb.comlvolunteer

ABOUT: The 5t IATEFL Music Festival Belfast js a 3-day event, running from 1-3
July 2022 at Fajs Park. IMFB is committed to introducing new talent and muysic,
Early-bird ful| Weekend tickets are on sale from £79 via lMFBx:om/tickets until 31
May. Day tickets cost £44. From 1 June, Wweekend tickets wi| be £99, day tickets
£50. Concessions are available with appropriate ID.

More information ang full line-up: imfb.com
Press: Alyson Meers ameers @ imfb.co.uk
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Press Release

In groups

IATEFL MUSIC FESTIVAL BELFAST ANNOUNCES FULL
LINE-UP FOR 2022

IMFB to bring new local talent to perform at favourite venue

[Belfast, N. Ireland. 16 May 2022] - IMFB Festival has
announced its full line-up for the 5* edition, 2022
event. Scheduled for the first weekend in July, this
year's IMFB festival opens with greater capacity than
ever, at their new Falls Park venue. Billie Eilish tops
the bill - but many more favourites are guaranteed to
entertain visitors in the heart of Northern Ireland this
summer.

-

Besides other top acts already announced, such as Jordan Nocturne and Carlton
Doom, guaranteed to draw the crowds, this year's IMFB billing includes up-and-
coming local musicians, such as Jordan Adetunji, Joshua Burnside, and Emma
Horan, as well as — from south of the border — Soda Blonde. Party-goers will be
able dance into the early hours with newcomers Cherym, and the New Pagans.

“We were devastated to have missed two years’ music making at IMFB,” explained
Darren Mitchell, the festival's Director. “It's an i date in the , and
it just wasn't going to work online. So, we're back this year, bigger and better, to
make up for it — and thrilled to be showcasing so many new artists too.”

“To say we're over the moon is an understatement,” laughed Nyree Porter, of
Cherym, from County Derry, and first-timers to perform at IMFB. “It's a fantastic
opportunity, and we all need to shake off those blues and get out. We can’t wait!"

IMFB was once again last year shortlisted amongst the top ten major European
festivals at the European Festival Awards. As ever, the line-up features bands across
a variety of genres, who'll be performing on the three different stages at Falls Park.

The new Falls Park venue is just 3km southwest of the city centre. “We're laying on
extra transport, into the early hours too. There'll be no excuses for missing any of
it,” clarified Amy Smith, Festival Co-ordinator.

Volunteers seeking to work at the festival are encouraged to get in touch:
imfb.com/volunteer

ABOUT: The 5" IATEFL Music Festival Belfast is a 3-day event, running from 1-3
July 2022 at Falls Park. IMFB is committed to introducing new talent and music.
Early-bird full weekend tickets are on sale from £79 via IMFB.com/tickets until 31
May. Day tickets cost £44. From 1 June, weekend tickets will be £99, day tickets
£50. Concessions are available with appropriate ID.

More information and full line-up: imfb.com
Press: Alyson Meers ameers @ imfb.co.uk
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Press Release

In groups

IATEFL MUSIC FESTIVAL BELFAST ANNOUNCES FULL
LINE-UP FOR 2022

MEB to bring new focal tafent fo perform at favourite venue

[Bekast, N. Ireland. 16 May 2022) - IMFB Festval has
announced its Al Ene-up for the 5™ edion, 2022
event. Scheduled for the first weekend in July, this
yoar's IMFB festival opens with greater capaclty than
over, at their new Falls Park venue. Billie Elish tops
the bl ~ but many more favourites are guaranioed o
entortain vistors in the heart of Northern roland this
summer.

-

¥

Besides other top acts already announced, such as Jordan Nocturne and Carfion
Deom, guaranteed to deaw the crowds, this year's IMFB biling includes up-and-
coming local musicians, such as Jordan Adetunji, Joshua Bumside, and Emma
Hoean, as woll a8 — from south of the border — Soda Blcnde. Party-goers will be
able dance into the early howrs with newcomers Cherym, and the New Pagans.

“We were devastated 10 have missed two yoars' mmmmufa explined
Darren Mitchedl, the festival's Director, “I's an date in the calendar, and
it jost wasn't going 10 work online. So, we're back s year, mw“boﬂub
make up for it « and Bwiled to be showcasing S0 many new artists 100."

“To say we're over the meen is an understatement,” laughed Nyree Porter, of
Cherym, fom County Derry, and first-8mers to perform at IMFB. “It's a fantastic
opportunity, and we all need to shake off those blues and get out. We can't wait!”

IMFB was once again last year shorfisted amongst the 1op ten major European
fostvals ot the Evropean Festval Awards. As ever, the line-up festures bands across
& variety of genres, wholl be performing on the Bwee ditlerent stages at Falls Park

The new Falls Park venue is just 3km scuthwest of the city centre. “We're laying on
exira transport, inlo the early hours 100. There'll be no excuses for missing anry of
" clarified Amy Smith, Festival Co-ordinator

Volunteers seeking 1o work at the festival are encouraged %o get in touch:
imfb.comivolunteer

ABOUT: The 5™ IATEFL Music Festival Belfast is a 3-day event, running from 1-3
July 2022 at Fals Park. IMFB Is commitied to introducing new talent and music.
Earty-bird full weekend tickets are on sale from £79 via IMFB.com/tickets untd 31
May. Day tickets cost £44, From 1 June, weekend tickets will be £99, day tickels
£50. Concessions are avallable with apgropriate 1D.

More information and full Bne-up: imfb.com
Press: Alyson Meers ameers @ imfb.couk
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Press Release

What could you do? (for a 60-120’ lesson)

AlIM: |
to enable students to write

a press release on a topic
of interest / relevance.

€as

IATEFL MUsIC FESTIVAL BELFAST ANNOUNCES FULL
LINE-UP FOR 2022

IMFB to bring new local talent to perform at favourite venue

[Belfast, N. Ireland. 16 May 2022] - IMFB Festival has
announced its fyl| line-up for the 5t edition, 2022
event. Scheduled for the first weekend in July, this
Yyear's IMFB festiva| opens with greater capacity than
ever, at their new Fal|s Park venue. Billie Eilish tops
the bill — byt many more favourites are guaranteed to
entertain visitors in the heart of Northern Ireland this
Summer.

Horan, as wej| as — from south of the border - Soda Blonde. Party-goers wil be
able dance into the early hours with newcomers Cherym, and the New Pagans.

“To say we're over the moon is an understa(emem.” laughed Nyree Porter, of
Cherym, from County Derry, and first-timers to perform at IMFB. “It's a fantastic
opportunity, and we all need to shake off those blues and get out. We can’t wait!"

IMFB was once again last year shortlisted amongst the top ten major European
festivals at the European Festival Awards. As ever, the line-up features bands across
a variety of genres, who'll be performing on the three different stages at Falls Park.

The new Falls Park venue is just 3km southwest of the city centre. “We're laying on
extra transport, into the early hours too. There'll be no excuses for missing any of
it,” clarified Amy Smith, Festival Co-ordinator,

Volunteers seeking to work at the festival are encouraged to get in touch:
imfb.comlvolunteer

ABOUT: The 5t IATEFL Music Festival Belfast js a 3-day event, running from 1-3
July 2022 at Fajs Park. IMFB is committed to introducing new talent and muysic,
Early-bird ful| Weekend tickets are on sale from £79 via lMFBx:om/tickets until 31
May. Day tickets cost £44. From 1 June, Wweekend tickets wi| be £99, day tickets
£50. Concessions are available with appropriate ID.

More information ang full line-up: imfb.com
Press: Alyson Meers ameers @ imfb.co.uk
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Press Release

ternet Analysis

2 Corporate image
‘tesearch [ RAoUR—
Soarch for e heywords L) back-up paragraph ) headline

Reading v rene o he [ contact information () head - a summary of the story
; KB Read the headlines and subheads of press releases below. What are the companies doing L] information about the company () subbead
~ . >
| 10 promote their products” Why do you think they are doing this ey Read the texts 10 check
1 nvtmmn-pmmlndmuuly read one of the texts. Summarize the main point of
| 50 that you can tell your partner. Shan Language / Style
[EB Work with a partner. Look at these press release headlines. What do you think are the main
features of headlines like this?

1 S Energex to Cut Carbon Emissions Global Crisis Hits Home with
The Sklnny Cow Gets a Makeover by M:ud Car Fumes UK Water sh.-rl.ngm I
Leading ice cream manufacturer R&R gives its highly successful —— ettt CEE— R
brand, The Skinny Cow, a great new look for the winter season. 1 nes

Now worthover £10m, the Skinny Cow's latestexciting Ly ours across both the tubs and the sticks
transbormation includes cleant frher packaging Nacola Hoblbs, Brand Manager, comments We've
even hagher-quality ingredients and new lavouns ke responded 10 our consumer research and completely
the S00mI tubs. Delicious new Dreamy Creamy Cookie  redesigned the entire Skinny Cow r.
and Skinny Cow Cheeky Chox Brownke varants will - Cow, we are always listening to our

Work with a partner.. Make press release headlines from the stories below.

© Reykjavit will be promoting
alternative touram this summer

and tking on board any comments. The frosh new

during the first six months of this year. by offering ‘cool’ venues

be available across the trade from Sepsember and
February respectively and are priced at KR 2.9 range will and out in the frozen aisle, and will
The Skinny Cow mabeover is a rosult of comsumer  generate further incromental sales. We rcomenend
research, and the fresh new packaging now creates  retailers stock up B0 avosd missing out on & fantastic
reat stand out in the frevaer aiske, with an eye-catching — cpportunity
chear Brand design contred on the black and white cow The Skinny Cow s & leading producer of low
print. Quality has also bewn improved in response fo  {at ice cream products. With a wide range of cones,
consumer demands and trends in the market place for  sandwiches and bars, ke cream lovers across the
an v en healthorr great-tasting, kow-tat offerng, made  workd can enjoy the products without having to worry
with skimemed milk and ensuring natural colours and  about thesr warstines.

- - midnight guided tours, and

Wimming | fiben screen
© Mr Finit Group's annusl report was released poct s

today. with the focus on growth opportunities

and long term plans
et 0O e - © ™ Royal Scottish National Orchest

s bulkding on the sucoes of last year's
comamunity i stional programee by
runeung music workshops kor the chderly
a0 well an those with special nonds

© Jerking and Health-£x have formed a worldwide
ollabor atson for the development and
commercialization of novel medkation

For more -on ———————————————. e
e — I . e ——————— I et
= B3 Look at this example of a press release lead. Put the verbs in brackets in the correct tense.
Sony Signs Sponsorship Contract avs
with Lang Lang J AN 1

Somy
Sony Corporation todey announced that it has signed  thie-year
rencweed

thew promotion
Lang Lang has gained widespread populanty and critcal acclam throughout the classcal musk ndusby
for s breathtakng Lakent, exquete lechasque and urque hansma His expresswe playing style and
appesl beyon lovers 10 wide
udences, mcudes younger bsteners. ‘As a global leader 1 the SlCHONKS and enteranment ndusires,
Sory 15 debghted 1 wekome Lang Ling s  “Drand ambassador™ who can reach and connect with
Fudences wound the word,” s Sit Howard Sinnger, Chawman and CEO, Somy Corporation. ‘Lang Lang

of Chew. e s v 2 wide range of Sory and servces and dazie 8

1. Whvilled 10 Nave the OpPOrunty 10 fepresent Sony and its PrOdUCtS, 334 Lang Lang. 1am 3
1ong-teme Scey uter, and am of

technologes. wqu‘ummmmmmwv
0N PROCTS, 10 Share hes experiences with (ars va hes webste, and &

Because ey want 1o be one of the workd's most esvronmentally-efficent arines in the industry, easyJet (1)
(announce) Mat Dew tew engnes ) (reduce) NOx ouides) emissions by 25%.

campagns and use PrOJUCt 10 enhance and PrOMOte the Somy brand thioughout the word,
Mhawwl«mm(mMM(wﬂw Lang Lang personaly enyops usng & wede ange of Today (3) _____ #mark) 3 few chapher in how we 06t 0n with Bhe arine.”5aid Jean Duboss, president of CFM Intermationsl,
Sony products, e kewn and technokogy 10 actively e engneening frm betvnd the new engne. Our engine (4) _____ (represent) e best technologies Biare are for the

 lenadie) easyJet 1 Meet hbure reguiations with signdicant margns.
CEO of easyJet. The
velopeg techeohogy

(expect) of 5

PY TS  T) e @ .

BB e style is inappropriate. What changes would you make?

Writing

BB Choose one of the news items in 4 above, and work with a partner to write a press relcase of

products, such as ts High-

Wakiman™ and e Can enjoy e favounte music even whvie on e plane. about 400 words. Invent any extra information such as quotes or statistics you might need. Use
Sony Comoration i & leadng mandacturer of audo, video, game, Communiabons, key device and the extra tips below to help you

ehormation ted for the Consumer and prolessional markets. With its M, pctures,

Computer entertanment and onkne Busnesses, SOy & UNIGuely Postoned 10 be the kading electronc.

1 In the headline, use tithe case for all words excluding prepositions and articles. Use no more
than 170 characters (approx 25 words). Do not include a full stop.

Have an angle on the story, not just fact, remember you have 1o grab the journalists’ attention
Try to include a human touch 10 help relate the story (0 the community

Only include an email address at the end, not in the body of the text

Don't pad out the press relcase; keep it short and to the point

Doa't use jargon.

"~

-

T Business 27

Allison, J., Appleby, R., de Chazal, E. (2009). The Business (Advanced). Macmillan




Press Release: Genre analysis

* Content

* Who? What? Where? When? Why? -
E/\\ﬁ * Organisation / Layout O

* Lead paragraph
* 1-2 body paras; quotation(s) \
* Final para: “About the company” + www. / contact info

* Language
* Vocabulary: short punchy headline
* Grammar: for headlines (verb tenses; determiners)

* Style

_ * Formal: ‘on behalf of the company’
(Gasig



Press Release: Structure

Put the items below into the correct order to make an
affective Press Release.

Boilerplate (“About”) paragraph
Call to action

Headline (1.)

Lead (initial summary paragraph)
Place-and-date line

Quotations

Sub-headline

Website + contact information

> @ S0 Q0 T o



Press Release: Language

HEADLINEg

* Use of 37 person (on behalf of a company)

* Headlines
* Use of determiners (a, the, some etc.)
* Verbs / tenses
* Vocabulary



Ty

Press Release

P—

L HEADLINEg 7

Headlines ]

The Queen has cancelled her visit to Northern Ireland, and
has accepted medical advice to stay at home to recuperate.

Queen cancels trip to N. Ireland to rest at home.

present tense \ /

for ‘news’ “punchy”  no g, the, her, etc.
(immediacy) vocabulary

sig
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Headlines: practice

Make press release headlines from the stories below.

N

FastFly will have to cancel many flights this week because
many of their staff are off work sick. They are asking
travellers to get in touch in advance to check on the

status of their flight.

Inspired by polar bears, a group of students in Reykjavik
has developed a pop-up igloo with a concertina-skin to
trap in snow. The snow — up to 40mm — will act an
insulator to maintain temperatures in side.

N

E[e]
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Writing your own texts (so-200 words

‘ ‘ Research [your topic] in at least four different places and

E[e]

ideally listen to a podcast and watch a video about it as
well. [...] The next stage is to write an article, an interview,
a blog post, a lecture or a conversation based on that topic.
If you are trying to contextualise some grammar, put three
or four examples in but don’t overload the text. Check your
vocabulary level through the English Vocabulary Profile or

Textinspector.

Robert Mclarty: ‘Writing in five easy stages’, Oct 2018



Using Authentic Materials

Genre Analysis

* Content

* Structure

* Language

e Style

* Audience / purpose
Text analysers

Using your own texts




Materials writing tips

Match the sentence halves.

©® N O U bk w N

@?srg

Know your students: you'll
When writing instructions, doR’t
Don’t try to be too

If focusing on writing, be sure to
Do the exercise(s)

Once written, leave

Share the materials you write

Start small: for yourself / colleagues;

Any other tips?

o o

o

h.

creative; focus on language / skills.

give too much non-essential information.
provide a model.

then share online (a blog, or e.g. FREEED)
with a friend / colleague and get feedback
write more personalised materials.

your materials overnight; tweak again later.

yourself first!

Answers: 1f, 2b, 33, 4c, 5h, 6g, 7e, 8d .......
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Useful sources

Katherine Bilsborough — a series of articles in MET; she also writes
regularly in IATEFL Voices, and on her blog:
www.creatingeltmaterials.com/blog

Emily Bryson — ‘Creating accessible learning materials’, IATEFL Voices,
(280), May-June 2021

John Hughes: YouTube playlist: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZU-
Z1ji2iFp76 T2UHRDbKjjbLF46wWZ1x

Silvina Mascitti — www.eflcreativeideas.com

‘How to write’ series: Business English Materials, EAP materials, ESP
Materials, Corporate Training materials

(John Allison, Julie Moore, Ros Wright, Evan Frendo)
https://eltteacher2writer.co.uk
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Materials Writing

Promoting clarity: technical issues
Using authentic materials: ways to handle

Rachel Appleby, BESIG PCE, May 2022
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