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Overview

• Educational Testing Service (ETS)

• TOEFL iBT®

• GRE®

• Questions and Answers
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Educational Testing Service (ETS)

• ETS: 1947 - Henry Chauncey (Vice Dean - Harvard University) 

• Support : American Council on Education, 

Carnegie Foundation on Education and 

College Entrance Examination Board

• Values:

- Social Responsibility

- Fairness

- Quality
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Educational Testing Service (ETS)

• Non-profit organisation with more than 2800 employe es: 
psychologist, information scientists, sociologists,  teachers and 
statisticians

• Research: more than 250 researchers

• Valid, reliable and fair

• ETS Global: „Feet on the Street“ Program: France, S pain, 
Turkey, Poland => contact person for Germany
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Why do universities value the TOEFL® test?

“It is truly an international test of English, because 

the coordination of marking for all tests [is] done 

centrally, rather than in individual countries.”

Jeffrey Smart 
Director of International Admissions 

Swinburne University of Technology

Melbourne, Australia

TOEFL Board Member

5



Copyright © 2012 by Educational Testing Service. ETS, the ETS logo, TOEFL and TOEFL Journey are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS) in the U.S. and other countries.  TOEFL Junior is a registered trademark of ETS.

TOEFL iBT® Test
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Note taking is allowed in all sections.

• Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing

• study in English: Bachelor, Master, PhD

• immigration, licensing, scholarships
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TOEFL iBT® Test

• fair and objective:

- several raters, not only one person

- Scoring separately to ensure fairness

• many test centers worldwide:

- 4.500 places in 165 countries 

• communicative English:

- use of English

• integrated questions:

- authentic English at universities and colleges
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The TOEFL iBT ® Test Format

Section Description Testing Time Score Scale

Reading 3–4 passages from academic texts; 12 --

14 questions per passage
60–80 min. 0–30

Listening 4–6 lectures, some with classroom 

discussion, 6 questions each;

2–3 conversations, 5 questions each

60–90 min. 0–30

Break - 10 min. -

Speaking 2 tasks to express an opinion;

4 tasks to speak based on reading and 

listening passages

20 min. 0–30

Writing 1 integrated task (write based on what is 

read and listened to);

1 independent task (support an opinion 

on a topic)

50 min. 0–30

Total - about 4 hours 0–120
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Note taking is allowed in all sections.

Note-taking is allowed throughout the test.
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (1) Reading - #1
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (1) Reading - #2
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (1) Reading - #3
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (2) Listening
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (3) Speaking

independent question
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (4) Writing

b) integrated question
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (4) Writing

b) integrated question
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TOEFL® iBT Test: (4) Writing

b) integrated question
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TOEFL® iBT Test: Score Report (1) 
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TOEFL® iBT Test: Score Report (2) 
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Student FAQs about Testing

How do I register for the TOEFL® test?
• Online: www.toeflgoanywhere.org

How long is the test?
• about 4 hours => If you finish early, you may leave the test center

What do I need to bring on test day?
• Your valid, acceptable identification document

• The name on your registration MUST match the name on your identification 

document or you may not be permitted to test

When do I get my scores?

• Online: 10 days after test
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TOEFL® Go Anywhere Website

Website contents include:

• TOEFL Journey® program

• TOEFL® Institutions search

• How to register

• Test prep resources

• Video tips
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www.toeflgoanywhere.org
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TOEFL Journey® Program

TOEFL Journey® program

• Provides relevant and helpful 

information for each stage of your 

test-taking journey

• Sends automatic notifications by 

email or SMS

• Includes a customizable 

TOEFL Journey dashboard

www.toeflgoanywhere.org
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TOEFL® Institutions Search
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TOEFL® Search Service

TOEFL® Search Service allows thousands of universities to find 

you based on criteria you have entered

Signing up is free and part of your 

TOEFL iBT® registration profile
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TOEFL iBT® Test Prep Planner

Content:

• 8-week-plan

• Advice on all four sections

• Sample questions

• Comments from ETS raters
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TOEFL® TV Channel on YouTube®

Videos with advice from professors and test takers
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Videos

Inside the TOEFL Test: 

Speaking and Writing
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TOEFL® Resources
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Videos

Welcome to the TOEFL iBT® Test Site

The TOEFL® Test: 

Your Passport to the World 

The TOEFL Test Advantage
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Free preparation material

TOEFL® Test Sampler

• For free after registration

Free Sample Questions

• www.toeflgoanywhere.org/content/test-tips-questions-you-experts

TOEFL® Test Prep Planner

• www.ets.org/toefl/planner

TOEFL® Quick Prep

• www.ets.org/toefl/quickprep
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TOEFL iBT® Test Preparation

The Official Guide to the TOEFL® Test

TOEFL® Practice Online

TOEFL® Online Preparation Course

TOEFL® Value Packs
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TOEFL iBT® Test - Figures 

Native

Language

Reading Listening Speaking Writing Total score

German 23 24 25 24 96

CEFR
TOEFL 
Score

0–56
B1 57–86
B2 87–109
C1 110–120
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TOEFL® Customer Support Center

0800-181-6333

TOEFLSupport4Germany@ets.org

• Australia

• France

• Germany

Hong Kong
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www.toeflgoanywhere.org
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The TOEFL® test:

Advantages that make your journey easier.

www.toeflgoanywhere.org

TOEFL iBT® Test
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More Opportunities for Success 

with the GRE® revised General Test
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The GRE® revised General Test Advantage

• Study anywhere

– Accepted by 3,000 institutions worldwide for their 

graduate and business programs

– About 1,000 business schools accept it

– Individuals can take one test to pursue both options

• Choose from many test locations

– Available at about 700 locations worldwide
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The Computer-Based GRE® revised General Test

Section Skills Measured Number of Questions Time

Analytical Writing 
(1 section)

Critical thinking and analytical writing 1 “Analyze an Issue” task and 

1 “Analyze an Argument” task

30 min. per 

task 

Verbal Reasoning
(2 sections)

Reading comprehension, verbal and 

analytical reasoning

20 questions per section 30 min. 

per section

Quantitative 

Reasoning 
(2 sections)

Focuses on basic concepts of 

arithmetic, algebra, geometry and data 

analysis

20 questions per section 35 min. 

per section

Unscored* -- Varies Varies

Research ** -- Varies Varies
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*An unidentified unscored section that does not count toward a score may be included and may appear in 

any order after the Analytical Writing section.

** An identified research section may be included in place of the unscored section. Questions in this section 

are included for ETS research purposes and will not count toward your score.
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A New Test-taker Friendly Design

• You can 

move more 

freely within 

a section

• Real-life 

scenarios 

• New types of 

questions

• An on-screen 

calculator

Confidential and Proprietary. Copyright © 2012 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved.
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Website

www.takethegre.com

Confidential and Proprietary. Copyright © 2012 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved.
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Questions on TOEFL iBT® and GRE®
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Thank you!
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Franziska Rühl, ETS Global – Berlin - fruehl@etsglobal .org

Stand # 10


