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The teaching context

Paderborn University: http://www.uni-paderborn.de/




The principle of K.L.S.S.

« Keep it Simple, Stupid!
« Keep it Short and Simple!

Kelly Johnson
Lockwood Skunk Works

http://mwww.wvi.com/~sr71webmaster/kelly.ntm




The principle of K.L.S.S.

‘Simplicity is the ultimate
sophistication.’

Leonardo da Vinci
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The principle of K.L.S.S.

Jo Patit Primce

‘It seems that perfection is
reached not when there Is
nothing left to add, but
when there is nothing left to
take away.’

Antoine de Saint Exupéry




The principle of K.L.S.S.
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‘Everything should be made as simple
as possible, but no simpler.’
Albert Einstein




Brevity

‘The concise and exact use of words when speaking and writing.’

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary
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Brevity

‘The concise and exact use of words when speaking and writing.’

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary

“The report is a masterpiece of brevity.’

‘It is far better to write a well-structured paper marked by brevity
than to compose a long but poorly constructed piece.’

‘When it comes to giving a well-constructed speech or sermon,
brevity is often the order of the day.’

‘Newspapers often edit letters to the editor for clarity and brevity.’




‘Brevity Is the soul of wit’
Hamlet, Act 2, Scene 2




‘He that uses many words for explaining a subject, doth,
like the cuttlefish, hide himself for the most part in his

own ink.’
John Ray, 1692




Situated professional English

First impressions (rapport building, small talk,
Interviews etc.)

Briefing

Pitching

Marketing message

Executive summaries

Internet presence

Correspondence




What skills does brevity require?

 Ability to reformulate, paraphrase, summarise etc.
 Precision of language

 Clarity of language

« Ability to distil the main message to its essence

« Ability to select essential information

« Editing skills

* Focussing in rather than out




Task types

HOW EXCITING!!
PLEASE TELL ME
MORE!!

Elevator pitch

« Sell a product, an idea,
market yourself for a
job in as long as it take
for the elevator to get
to the top floor




Task types

Dragon’s Den

Convince a team of investors (the other students) to
Invest money In their business model. 5 minutes with

props .




Task types

Fund & Follow Creativity
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Crowd funding
People looking for investment have to convince

potential private investors with the help of a 3-minute
video to invest in their product.




Task types
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PechaKucha 20:20 * | 1 Course: International Communicatio.. ~ | +

20X%20 what its all about Z
night find a ciy event near you
presen‘ln'ﬁons watch a presentation
events independent events e
daily the latest news

Help ArchiAid!

20x20.... 2,234..

PechakKucha Night was devised in Tokyo in February Adopting a Racing Deg, Moving to the Shakespeare Beat, and
2003 as an event for young designers to meet, Pinteresting Finds

network, and show their work in public.

It has turned into a massive celebration, with evenis
happening in hundreds of cities around the world,
inspiring creatives worldwide. Drawing its name from

the Japanese term for the sound of "chit chat”, it rests
on a presentation format that is based on 3 simpls Bringing Beer and Opera Together, How to Better Collaborate,
and a Teaser from San Jose

m

S Presentations Anather fantastic kids presentation from Derby (Vol. 5),
this time with Freya talking about her dog Alfie, a retired racing
greyhound. If this doesn't convince you that adopti-

idea: 20 images x 20 seconds. Its a format that makes

presentations concise, and keeps things moving ata | Presentations Mirella Amato from beerology.ca gives a presentation
rapid pace. {from PKN Toronto Vol. 17) about the similarities between beer and
s opera, which has lead to her creating an event called Hopera,.
learn mere... then

Playing With Art and Tech, Street Art in Mendoza, and a
Transformational Idea

21 Nov. 2012
Presentations Edit Vizer has recently finished her education at the Calgary #14
iti art-technology faculty at Aalborg University, and here (at PKM Aalborg
o Val. 8} she talks about her newest project, FARM, an art.. 21 Nov. 2012
— " Coquittam #8
Jremertigy “ oHamburg A Performance and Learning Theater in Dallas, Life With Child,
X 0 i and a Plea to Go Greener 21 Nov. 2012
Bre?nen i Presentations Ann Williams talks (at PKN Dallas Vol. 10) about the oA
(-:- y \ Dallas Black Dance Theatre, a performance and leamning center,
= =) Hannover o ,.! ; . _ iahii 21 Nov. 2012
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Pecha Kucha: 20 Powerpoint slides at 20 seconds per
slide rolling on automatic so students have to be time
perfect. 6 minutes 40 seconds.




Task types

Science slam

* Present your research
IN 5 minutes

4 slides only!




Task types

7 No, No, IF YOU MAKE Writing abstracts
THE PAPER TOO EASY TO
READ, BEVERYONE WILL

The skills of reducing
your research
transparently in 180
words.

See Swales and Feak, 2009

Research exposes . A 400-word document
describing your research motivation and intentions.
Article reviews. A 300-word review of an academic

paper




Task types

Online writing with word limits




Key characteristics of brevity activities

Scaffolding

Word counts

Time limits

DEADLINES
don’t KILL.




Student responses to tasks

* ‘Having to present complicated themes within a few minutes was a
challenging task and it helped to improve my time management.’

 ‘Students often include too many facts for brief summaries. During my
army time | learned that you often do not have much time to make
a decision or to give an order, especially in critical situations. |
expect this to be rather similar in a business context and | think
working to time and word limits should be done more often for this
reason.’

« ‘Even though | consider myself to have good skills, I almost find it more
difficult to write short texts like abstracts than longer papers. It
was really important for me to practise editing for smaller word counts.’

‘| think through these shorter presentations it was easier for me to
reflect and to work on improving my skills in a following
presentation.’




