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Outcome
At the end of this workshop participants will:

 have been introduced to 10 activities for 
business English classes

 have had the opportunity to discuss the 
effectiveness of the activities and their 
application to their own teaching situations
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 Activity 1: Course book quiz
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 Activity 1: Course book quiz
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 good for course orientation

 lets you know that students have understood 
the course structure

 highlights any queries that students may 
have with the course at the beginning



 Activity 2: Stem sentence cards
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Talk about...

...your last holiday.

...your current project(s).

...your plans for the future.





 Activity 2: Stem sentence cards

www.helenstrong.de

 good for fluency practice and can lead to 
LOTS of discussion

 provide students with useful structures to 
begin sentences

 coloured cards appeal to learners with 
visual / spatial tendences



Over to you...
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1.Which activity do you like best?
2.Which modifications would you need to make 

for these activities to work with your students?

 

 

Activity 1: 
Course book 

quiz

Activity 2: 
Stem sentence 

cards



Activity 3: Business Spotlight Head to Head
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Activity 3: Business Spotlight Head to Head
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 good for listening, speaking and reading 
practice (and writing if you wish)

 topical subjects that students usually have 
their own (sometimes strong!) opinions on 

 generates focused discussion and debate as 
students take sides for and against 



Activity 4: The Times 100 Business   
Case Studies
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Activity 4: The Times 100 Business 
Case Studies
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 students learn something 'real' by analysing 
business practice in other companies 

 free business theory and lesson materials 
aimed at business students 

 case studies of real companies (for £2.29)

Source: http://businesscasestudies.co.uk



Over to you...
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1.Which activity do you like best?
2.Which modifications would you need to make 

for these activities to work with your students?

 

 

Activity 3: 
Head to 

Head

Activity 4: 
Business Case 

Studies



Activity 5: How effective was our meeting?
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Activity 5: How effective was our meeting?
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 gets students to reflect on what makes a 
successful meeting using a concrete example 

 develops skills that can be translated into 
their real work environment

 provides 'closure' on a meeting role play and 
allows for peer feedback



Activity 6: Write a summary of what 
was discussed
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After discussions, debates and meeting role 
plays (such as those we looked at in Activities 
3‒5), ask students to write a summary of what 
was discussed. 

Ask them to send you their summaries before 
the next lesson so that you can give feedback 
on them. For example...



Task 3: Head to Head
Summarise the arguments for and against 
companies collecting personal data. Then state 
your own opinion.

Task 4: Business Case Studies
Summarise how Tarmac deals with diversity in 
the workplace. Then state how your company 
could do the same. 

Task 5: Meeting role play
Write the minutes of the meeting.



Activity 6: Write a summary of what 
was discussed
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 practises writing and summarising skills 

 allows the teacher to give feedback on 
students' written work and identify areas to 
work on in future lessons

 students enjoy doing this focused task and 
receiving feedback on it (you MUST give fb!)



Over to you...
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1.Which activity do you like best?
2.Which modifications would you need to make 

for these activities to work with your students?

 

 

Activity 5: 
Reflection on 
our meeting

Activity 6: 
Write a 

summary



 Activity 7: Speed networking
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http://www.business-spotlight.de/blogs/
helen-strong/speed-networking

http://www.business-spotlight.de/blogs/


 Activity 7: Speed networking
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 develops fluency and confidence, even in 
learners with low levels of English

 real world skill that students often need to 
develop for talking about themselves and 
their work in English 

 it's fun (but hard work!)



Activity 8: Filming students' presentations 
and giving audio feedback 
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Activity 8: Filming students' presentations 
and giving audio feedback
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 develops students' presentations skills 

 allows the teacher to give feedback on 
students' presentations and identify areas 
for improvement

 students really enjoy receiving audio 
feedback on their presentations!



Over to you...
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1.Which activity do you like best?
2.Which modifications would you need to make 

for these activities to work with your students?

 

 

Activity 7: 
Speed 

networking

Activity 8: Audio 
feedback on 

presentations



 Activity 9: Restaurant role play
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 Activity 9: Restaurant role play
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 good for practising a real life situation of 
entertaining foreign guests 

 students learn how to describe local food 
specialities in English

 motivational and fun!



 Activity 10: PowerPoint© karaoke
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INSTRUCTIONS
Before the lesson
Create a PowerPoint presentation using slides containing 
text and images that are interesting for your students. 
Set the slides to automatically change after 20 seconds.

In the lesson 
1. Review the expressions for talking about slides in a 

PowerPoint presentation.
2. Demonstrate the activity yourself with the first three 

slides.
3. Hand over to your students. Listen and make notes for 

later language feedback. 



 Activity 10: PowerPoint© karaoke
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 practises the language of referring to slides in 
a presentation 

 helps students become more confident in 
giving presentations

 motivational and fun!



Over to you...
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1.Which activity do you like best?
2.Which modifications would you need to make 

for these activities to work with your students?

 

 

Activity 9: 
Restaurant 

role play

Activity 10: 
PowerPoint© 

karaoke



 Summary: 10 practical activities
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1. Course book quiz
2. Stem sentence cards
3. Head to Head
4. Business Case studies
5. Reflection on our meeting
6. Write a summary
7. Speed networking
8. Audio feedback on presentations
9. Restaurant role play
10. PowerPoint karaoke



Contact
Email: helen@helenstrong.de

Web: www.helenstrong.de

www.helenstrong.de

Thank you for your participation!


