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A collection of texts, spoken 

or written, held in electronic 

format. 

What is a corpus? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ 500,000 messages 

from 150 users 

(mostly senior 

management of 

Enron) 

 



BULATS 

Business  

Language  

Testing Service 
BEC 

Business  

English  

Certificates 

ILEC 

International  

Legal English  

Certificate 

ICFE 

International  

Certificate in  

Financial English 



ICFE 

International  

Certificate in  

Financial English 



ICFE topics 
Financial Reporting  

Company Financial 
Strategy  

Risk Assessment and 
Analysis  

Auditing 

Ethics and Professionalism 

Accounting Software 
Packages  

Assets and Company 
Valuations  

Budgetary Processes  

Corporate Governance 
 

Cost and Management 
Accounting  

Environmental and 
Sustainability Issues 

Mergers and Acquisitions 

Taxation 

Banking  

Debt Recovery and Credit 
Policy 

Economic Conditions and 
Forecasts 

Insurance  

Pricing and Purchasing 
 



Own corpora 

Each corpus consists of  

45-65 texts totalling approx 

1.3 million words 



ANALYSING CORPORA 



Use to find every occurance of a word / phrase 

Key Word In Context - KWIC 

Concordance lines 



Collocates – Please (L1) 



Collocates – Please (R1) 



Use to identify most common words / clusters 

Frequency lists 



Use to find words which 

are significantly more 

frequent in a corpus 

(when compared to 

another corpus) 

 

Tells you what the corpus 

is about 

Keywords 



Keywords 



SAMPLE ACTIVITIES 



Collocations 

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps 

 

 
1 unauthorised, recurring, complex, routine, significant ___  

2 specific, compilation, group, assurance, audit ____  

3 further, documentary, additional, appropriate, audit ____   

4 group, consolidated, summary, income, financial ____  

5 likely, potential, alleged, possible, suspected ____  

transactions, engagement, evidence, statement, fraud 



Collocations 

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps 

 

 
1 unauthorised, recurring, complex, routine, significant transactions  

2 specific, compilation, group, assurance, audit engagement  

3 further, documentary, additional, appropriate, audit evidence   

4 group, consolidated, summary, income, financial statement  

5 likely, potential, alleged, possible, suspected fraud  

transactions, engagement, evidence, statement, fraud 



Collocations 

What word from the previous slide fits in all 

three gaps? 

 

…when undertaking analytical procedures in a limited 

assurance _____ … 

…agreeing the terms of the compilation _____ … 

…during the course of an audit _____ … 



Collocations 

What word from the previous slide fits in all 

three gaps? 

 

…when undertaking analytical procedures in a limited 

assurance engagement… 

…agreeing the terms of the compilation engagement… 

…during the course of an audit engagement … 



Word formation 

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps 

 

 
1 They are paying 8 million to ______ the stock. 

2 We are talking about the net assets ______ by the buyer. 

3 An ______ may obtain control of an ______ without transferring 

consideration.  

4 The ______ date is the date the buyer obtains control of the target. 

5 The level of ______ activities in the sector has increased. 

acquire, acquired, acquiree, acquirer, acquisition, acquisitive 



Word formation 

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps 

 

 
1 They are paying 8 million to acquire the stock. 

2 We are talking about the net assets acquired by the buyer. 

3 An acquirer may obtain control of an acquiree without transferring 

consideration.  

4 The acquisition date is the date the buyer obtains control of the 

target. 

5 The level of acquisitive activities in the sector has increased. 

acquire, acquired, acquiree, acquirer, acquisition, acquisitive 



Complete the phrase with as many options as 

you can. 

 

 

 

At the end of the _____  

 

audit 

audit period 

financial period 

year 

financial year  

month 

survey phase  

interview  

annual audit cycle 

fieldwork  

course  

Semi-fixed expressions 

year 

day 

month 

century 

war 

first 

season  

decade 

week  

world 

line  



CLOZE (GAP FILLS) 



Cloze test creator: http://l.georges.online.fr/tools/cloze.html 

 

Text from:  

Compliance Audit Handbook (2006) Department of Environment and 

Conservation NSW (Downloaded from: 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/licensing/cahandbook0613.pdf) 



WORDLIST: The a the  

 

___ directors are responsible for preparing ___ 

company’s annual accounts that comply with ___ 

provisions of ___ Companies Act 1985 (___ “Act”) and 

give ___ “true and fair view” of ___ company’s profit or 

loss for ___ year and ___ state of affairs at ___ balance 

sheet date. They are also responsible for ___ other parts 

of ___ annual report, principally ___ directors’ report, ___ 

report on compliance with ___ Combined Code on 

Corporate Governance, ___ directors’ remuneration 

report and ___ operating and financial review or 

equivalent material. 



WORDLIST: at for of on with  

 

The directors are responsible ___ preparing a company’s 

annual accounts that comply ___ the provisions ___ the 

Companies Act 1985 (the “Act”) and give a “true and fair 

view” ___ the company’s profit or loss ___ the year and 

the state ___ affairs ___ the balance sheet date. They 

are also responsible ___ the other parts ___ the annual 

report, principally the directors’ report, the report ___ 

compliance ___ the Combined Code ___ Corporate 

Governance, the directors’ remuneration report and the 

operating and financial review or equivalent material. 



WORD CLOUDS 



Created using 

WordleTM 

(www.wordle.net) 



Created using 

WordleTM 

(www.wordle.net) 



EXPLORING LANGUAGE 



Literal vs metaphorical 

(Concordance lines) 



Cambridge ESOL 

E-Mail: info@cambridgeESOL.de 

www.cambridgeESOL.de 

www.cambridgeESOL.org 

 

www.twitter.com/cambridgeESOLDE 

www.facebook.com/cambridgeESOLDE 

www.cambridgeesolde.worldpress.com 
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